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Discussion Item Neighborhood Traffic Studies

Background During the FY07 budgeting process, the Council recognized that, though  the
City had the capacity to apply traffic calming techniques to individual roadways,
there was no in-house capacity to comprehensively evaluate a larger roadway
network.  In response, $25,000 was budgeted for the development of
neighborhood based traffic studies by an outside consultant. Staff is preparing to
issue the required Request for Proposals (RFP) for these services and has asked
the Council to provide guidance on the prioritization of proposed and potential
study areas. The criteria developed by the Council will be used to review
projects and will assist in the evaluation of proposals submitted in response to
the RFP.  Suggested review criteria can be found in the Recommendation section
of this memorandum.

A number of requests for traffic studies have been informally submitted by the
community, with additional areas proposed by individual Councilmembers.  The
Pinecrest Community Association and the Long Branch- Sligo Citizen’s
Association have requested assistance in assessing what solutions might be found
on a wider scale as they face cut through traffic from various sources. Project
areas submitted by individual Councilmembers include but are not limited to the
Takoma Junction , Ritchie Avenue, and the intersection of Sycamore and Elm
Avenues. Additional input from the community would be solicited prior to the
final selection of study areas.

The Safe Roadways Committee would be provided an opportunity to review and
comment on individual projects and to participate in the selection of a traffic
consultant. Their comments would be forwarded to the City Council for
consideration.

Policy Takoma Park Master Plan Adopted December 2000 
Protect residential neighborhoods from commercial and through traffic.  

To discourage though traffic from using local streets, the City of Takoma Park
seeks to reduce operating speeds by installing speed humps, ovals, all way stop
signs and other impediments.  The City also encourages walking, biking, transit
use, telecommuting and flexible work schedules.  Where very few cars use a
street, and sidewalks are not desired by residents, a mixed street can be
designated.  Traffic calming measures should be considered along both selected
Major Neighborhood Routes and other local neighborhood streets.
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Fiscal Impact The FY07 budget includes $25,000 for neighborhood traffic studies.  

Attachments David Godden (Long Branch-Sligo Citizens’ Assoc) correspondence

Recommendation Discuss ranking priorities for planned Neighborhood Traffic Studies

Staff recommendations for the selection of proposed study area include:

1) The nature of the identified problem - Eligible study areas should address
traffic calming concerns specifically the volume and speed of vehicular
traffic.

2) The impact of the extent of the identified problem - Approved projects should
address a larger roadway network at the neighborhood level and not an
individual street or intersection.

3) Jurisdictional authority - Projects located on State or County roadways should
be forwarded to the appropriate entity for action with available resources
dedicated to local roadways. 

Special
Consideration

All studies would need to be completed by end of FY07.








